WHO   LEADS   LABOUR?
critic of Labour the compliment of being " the only
success in the Labour Administration/5
When the fissure developed between MacDonald
and his Party it was expected by some who confused
efficiency with masked Conservatism that Herbert
would side with him, with Snowden and with Thomas.
It has even been alleged that MacDcnald, observing
that Morrison was about to secede to his side, said
privately to him, c< Stay where you are; we must have
an Opposition and a decent one too. You will be of
public value in the next Parliament.'' This story is
most improbable. Ii ignores the "leftward" tenden-
cies of Morrison, only concealed by his faculty for
fruitful compromise. It credits Ramsay MacDonald
with a detached solicitude for our constitutional future.
This anxiety could hardly have been possible in the
condition of mental tumult under which he was labour-
ing. But whether or not Ramsay MacDonald said any-
thing of the sort the issue was decided by the electorate.
Down went Morrison in the deluge, a result not wholly
fantastic when it is remembered that he had been
beaten in 1924. There is something admirable and
quixotic in his fidelity to South Hackney. There were
at least a dozen safer Labour seats in the metropolitan
area open to the future Prime Minister of London.
So he lost his chance of establishing himself as the
inevitable leader in Parliament. Instead he estab-
lished Labour in London. When he got back to the
House in 1935 those who had not heard or seen him
before sat up abruptly. Here, they said, might be the
real figure for which Labour was looking, a man of
character, vision and energy, astute of tongue, prom-
inent of personality. He was worth listening to, so
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